City of OCTOBER 2025 FAIRFAX FACTS
Falrfax

Special Points of Interest:
Info Meeting 101, 6:00 8:00

1st Pres Soup/Kolach 1.3 & 4

Polar Splash 1@, 910:00

Especially For You Race 16 Saturday, October 11th
Fairfax Social Club 168, 13:00 1 FAIRFAX SPORTS COMPLEX
Info Meeting 108, 6:008:00 [ Fﬁ::ﬂ':ﬁ: ;?)VH;’A

Chair Yoga 1610, 1:00

Leon Evans Cruiseln 10-11

My Fair Ladies Bake Sale 1@

My Fair Ladies Guest
Bartenders 123

Trunk or Treat 1625
Rocket Launch 1625
Chair Yoga 1630, 1:00
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THE MAYOR’S MINUTE

As | reflect upon the past several weeks, it has become obvious that Fairfax is no
longer seen simply as a drive-thru community on the way to the Amanas. Media
attention has certainly put us in the spotlight! Here are a few highlights from the
last month along with upcoming events.

The City Council approved the hiring process and a September 29™ application
deadline for filling the vacant Building/Zoning Administrator position at their
September 9™ meeting.

The September 9t City Council meeting also included a brief presentation from Alliant Energy regarding a
potential power plant in Fairfax, comments from Airport Director Marty Lenss regarding possible airport
impacts, and a Public Hearing on a proposed Heavy Industrial Zoning Ordinance change. Many engaged
residents were in attendance to listen, ask questions, and/or express concerns regarding the proposed
ordinance change to allow power plants as a Special Exception. The ordinance change passed its First Reading
vote 3-2. The Second Reading vote will occur at the October 14" City Council meeting. All City Council meetings
are recorded and are available on the City’s YouTube channel.

The lowa League of Cities Annual Conference was held in Des Moines September 17 — 19. Mayors, City Managers
and Administrators, City Council Members, and City Clerks from across the state were in attendance. | was proud
to represent Fairfax as the incoming President of the lowa League of Cities Mayors’ Association Executive
Committee.

It was great to see all the kids participating in the 1%t Annual Fishing Derby Saturday, September 20! Sponsored
by the Parks and Beautification Committee, it was held at City Pond and Heartland Heights Pond.

Now that it’s officially Fall, be sure to take advantage of the following upcoming local activities:

Polar Splash Non-Profit Fundraiser - Saturday, October 4" — 9:00 AM — 10:00 AM
Leon Evans Car Show — Saturday, October 11t — 10:00 AM — 3:00 PM

Fairfax Society of Rocketry Hocus Pocus Launch — Saturday, October 25" —9:00 AM
Trunk-or-Treat — Saturday, October 25t — 5:00 PM — 7:00 PM

Also, the November 4" local elections are just around the corner. The mayor’s position and 3 council seats are
up for election. | encourage everyone to be an active participant in this process. Your Vote is Your Voice!

Enjoy the Fall season, and | hope to see you at one of the October events!

Mayor o rPun Beer
319-846-2204 (City Hall)/319-213-5154 (cell)
Mayor@cityoffairfax.org (email)/Cityoffairfax.org (web site)
The Mayor’s office hours are 8:30 AM — 11:30 AM Mondays, variable other hours, and by appointment.




{ )} PRAIRIE CREEK DENTAL

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

CALL (319) 540- 8626
TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY

MEET DR. KATIE MATHIS

Born and raised in Fairfax and Cedar Rapids, Dr. Mathis is excited to
bring her experience and expertise to the area’s newest dental
practice, Prairie Creek Dental. With over 7 years of experience, Dr.
Mathis is excited to welcome patients of all ages with varying
treatment needs. With Dr. Mathis, you can expect thorough,

individualized care in a comfortable and convenient setting.

3555 STONE CREEK CIR. SW
CEDAR RAPIDS, |IA 52404

Witte’s Water

Our Employees are about Providing a Top-Quality product at a FAIR price, without any of the franchise mark-ups
"THE INTELLIGENT ALTERNATIVE"

FULL 10 YEAR WARRANTY
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WATER SOFTENERS : REVERSE OSMOSIS
(ON DEMAND SOFTENING) (3M DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS - R.O.)
.. / »
CHLORINE REMOVAL L
(REMOVE’S THE CHLORINE PUT INTO THE MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY)
IRON OXIDIZERS Witte’s Water Conditioning
(SULFUR, IRON ¢ ODOR REMOVAL) Service, Sales or Office
"
SALT DELIVERY o 3193966399
FILTER CHANGEs | = ®§¥§ ;
Sl 5 5 www.witteswater.com
PURCHASE OR RENT

witteswaterconditioning@gmail.com
SN W S LR LI Reese Thompson, The Owner
TO PURCHASE ’




CHANGE IS CHALLENGING

Change is always challenging. As a community, change can bring us together or divide us. Natural
disasters tend to bring a community together, neighbors helping neighbors. From a planning
perspective, change becomes more involved and complex.

We as a community need to remain committed to the best possible outcome for the city as a whole.
We need to trust our elected officials and accept the fact that change is inevitable. The City of
Fairfax is facing change with the possible power plant and airport plans. A decision on each of
these issues must be made with as much information as possible. This is not a quick decision, and
this is not an easy decision. These two issues are tied together, and one does affect the other.

Each of these possibilities will affect the future of Fairfax.

I encourage all residents of Fairfax to keep an open mind and get informed on all aspects of these
two topics. Please attend one of the citizen led meetings and listen to the professionals in relation
to public safety, economic development, and property values.

Fairfax is no longer the sleepy little farm community it once was. Cedar Rapids has brought
industrial growth into our line of sight with no benefit for Fairfax with the data centers. We are
already dealing with the traffic, road wear, and industrial buildings because of the data centers.
Cedar Rapids plans to continue to expand as fast as possible into our back yard. Fairfax will have no
control, economic benefit or oversight on what we will eventually be looking at and dealing with in
the near future if we choose to ignore these facts.

We have an opportunity now to take control of our growth and ensure that the city is funded for
years and years to come. Those that tell me they just want to see farms in the south of town do not
accept the fact that change is here. Industrial growth is here. Turning a blind eye and wishing it
could remain the same as it has always been is just not an option. Get informed, get involved and
embrace change, because it is already here. How we as a community deal with this growth and
change is still to be seen.

PROJECTS

West Cemetery Intersection Project, contracted through Boomerang Construction has yet to begin.
The contractor is giving the week of September 29" as a new start date. The bridge removal portion
of this project has now been backed up by a month because of this late start.

The Fire Station Addition has begun. The generator has been moved. The hard surface was removed
by the City’s maintenance team and is now ready for the foundation work to begin next week.

The Williams Boulevard Sanitary Sewer Extension Project is underway. The pipe and manhole have
been installed and testing will be completed within the next 30 days.

Chris Philipp
City Administrator






